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Asbestos sales thrive in developmg coun
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THE THREAT FROM DEADLY ASBESTOS

By JiM Morris
International Consortium
of Investigative Journalists '
WASHINGTON - A global
network of lobby groups has
spent nearly. $100 million
since the mid-1980s to pre-
serve the international market
for ashestos, a known earcino-
gen that’s taken millions of
lives and is banned or re-
stricted in§2 countries, the Tn-
ternational Consortium of In-
vestigative Journalists has
foundmanme—month investi-
gation,
Backed by public anid pri-
ter vatemoneyandmdedbysmen—

o2 tists' and friendly. govem—

¥ shes A
. mostly.in developmg nations, :

Anchored by the Montreal-

“based Chrysotile Institirte, the

- network stretches from Neéw
Dethi to Mexico City to the city
of - Asbest in Russia’s Ural
Mountains. Its message is that
asbestos can be used safely un-
der “controlled” conditions.

As a result, asbestos use is
growing rapidly in countries
such as China and India,

mmptmg Tealth experts to
of future ics of

ws—related cancers by 2030,
an estimate he considers con-
servative.

“It’s totally unethical,”
Jukka Takala, director of the
European Agency for Safety
and Health at Work and a
former International Labor
Organijzation official, said of
the pro-asbestos campaign;
“Iv's almost criminal. Asbestos
‘cannot be used safely. It is
clearly a 'carcinogen. It kills
people” -

A’ panel of 27 experts con-

-vened:by the WHO's Intérna-

tional Agenicy for Research on
Canoerreportedlastyear “Epi-
demiol6gical evidence has in-

*“Thé dsbestos industry, how-’

ever, has ‘signaled that it will
ﬁghttopmtect sales of raw fi-
ber and- finished products.
such as asbestos cetent roof-
ing and water pipes. Among

its allies are industry-funded.

researchers who have contrib-
uted hundreds of articles to

the scientific literature claim-'

ing that chrysotile - white as-
bestos; the only kind sold to-
day - is orders of magnitiude

lung cancer, asbestosis and
" mesdthelioma, an aggressive'
malignancy that -usually at-
tacks the lining of the Jungs.
The World Health Organiza-
tion says that 125 million peo-
ple still encounter asbestos in
. the workplace, and the United
. Nations’ International Labor
Organization estimates that
100,000 workers die each year
“from asbestos-related diseas-
- es. Thousands more perish
~from exposures outsuie the
mrkplace
Dr. James Leigh, the retired
director of the Centre for Occu:
pational and Environmental
‘Health at theé Sydney School of
Public Health in Australia, has
. forecast a total of 5 million o
10 million deaths from asbes-

less } dous than brown or
blue asbestos. Russia is the
world’s biggest chrysatile pro-
ducer, China the blggest con-
summer.

“It’s an extremely valuable
material,” argued Dr. J. Cor-
bett McDonald, an emeritus
professor ‘of epidemiology at

-McGill University in Montreal
~who began studying chryso-

tile-exposed’ workers in the
mid-1960s with the support of
the Quebec Asbestos Mining
Assocfation. “It’s very cheap. If
they try to rebuild Haiti and
use no- asbestos it will cost
them inuch: more. Any health
effects (from chryso‘nle) Wwill
be trivial, if any,”

McDonald’s sanguine view '

of chrysotile assumes that em-
ployers provide proper dust

_ers, but public health experts

.- countries fromr the’ United i

~compensation had been paid -

Asbestos, once’a prized building material, is now banned or restricted in
52 countries because it causes cancer. lts use in developing nations,

controls, ventilation and pro-
huwever. is growing thanks o a multinational Iobbymg campaign.

tective equipment for work-

saymaxsummeasurwareun-
common in the developing
world:

“Anybody who talks about
controlled asbestos use is ei-
theraharorafool,”smdBan‘y

leman, an environmental

consultant based near Wash-

ington who advises the WHO
on asbestos matbers. ;
Fire- and heat-resistant,
strong and inexpensive, asbes- |,
tos - a naturally occurring fi-
brous mineral - once was séen ;
as a construction material” |
with nea-magical properties. ;
For decades, industrializéd’;

Health W 100,000 workers dle a Thousands more dle
effects from asbestos-ve!ated from envwonmental
. disease each year: \

E Who &als in asbestos
£ thousands of metric tons

States to Australia rélied on it
for countless products; includ- .
ing pipe and ceiling insula- :
tion, shipbuilding. materials,
brake shoes and pads, bricks,.
roofing and flooring,

In the early 20th century, re-
ports of the mineral’s lungrav- -
‘aging properties began-to sur-
face. By'the century’s end; mil- .
tions of ‘people were sick or
had died from asbestos expo-’
sure, and billions of dollars in

B Amined fibrous mirieral that l ] Used 1o make bunldmg materlals, |
s fire- and heat-resistant brake lmlngs and gaskets, water pipes Srisumed mainly in developing

to claimants, Source& us: Gaulogn:a] Survez UN. Commod) Trade Stahstlcs Database; UN, Enviranment B

Ninety-five percent of all ' of

the ashestos ever used has

been chrysotile.

This ‘sordid hlstory, how-
ever, hasn't deterred the asbes-
tos lobby, whose longtime
leader is Ca.nada. The federal
government and the govern-
mentof Quebec, where chryso-
tile has been mined for de-
cades, collectively have given
$33.5 million to the Chrysotile
Institute, formerly known as
the Asbestos Ingstitute,

Canada uses little asbestos
domestically, but it sent
168,000 tons abroad last year;
more than half went to India.
Canada has. fought to keep
chrysotile from being listed un-
der Annex III of the Rotter-
dam Convention, a treaty that
requires exporters of hazard-

ous substances to use clear la~""
beling and warn importers af
any restrictions or bans. :
Despite mounting press
from public health ofﬁcxa.]s 10
‘stop asbestos exports, Cang:
dian officials continue 'to de-
fend the industry.
“Since 1979, the govem
ment of Canada has promoted
the safe and controlled use of
chrysotile and our position ré-
mains the same,” Christi;
Paradis, the natural resources :
minister in Canada’s govern-
ment and a former’ president
of the Ashestos Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, said
in & written staterent.
Amir Attaran, an associate

professor of law and medicine
at the University of Ottawa;
‘" calls the government’s posis. .
- ‘tion unconscionable. “It's abso- C
Tutely clear that (Prime Minis- -
ter) Stephen Harper and his
governnment have accepted
- the reality that the present i
. ¢ourse of action kills people,
"and they find that tolerable,”
Attaran'said. o
The Chrysotile Institute’s
president, Clement Godbout,
said his organization’s mes-
sage had been misinterprefed.
“We never said that chryso-
tile was not dangerous,” he
said. “We said that chrysotile
is a produet with potential risk
and it has to be controlled. It’s




